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NEWSFILE
Law rence Douglas Wilder, lieu ­
te n a n t governor of V irginia, was 
the  speaker a t the  a n n u a l Howard 
U n iversity  C harter Day Convoca­
tion  Feh. 27 The u n iv e rs ity  con­
ferred  on h im  the  h o n o rary  doctor 
of laws degree d u rin g  the  cere­
mony, w h ich  m arked  the  120th 
a n n iv e rsa ry  of the  founding  of 
Howard.
“College students,” he said, “can 
provide wholesome role models 
and become m en to rs to  neglected 
ch ild ren  and young people w hile 
gain ing  a sense of fu lfillm en t and 
usefu lness. Our colleges and  u n i­
versities  are  in  a  position  to  play 
an  im p o rtan t role in  b rin g in g  to ­
gether the  m ost priv ileged young 
ad u lts  of o u r society  w ith  the  
least privileged ch ild ren  and 
young people.”
The evening before, the  u n iv e r­
s ity  held its  C harte r Day D inner a t 
the  W ashington H ilton  and Tbwers 
Hotel, w here six  d istin g u ish ed  
Howard a lum n i were honored 
w ith  achievem ent aw ards. A bout
2,000 people a ttended  the  $2Q0-a- 
plate affair.
Howard s ta r te d  a  new  tra d itio n  
th is  year by also conferring  hon ­
o ra ry  degrees on two o ther n o ta ­
ble ind iv iduals  a t the  convocation. 
Robert E M adison, a Cleveland- 
based a rch itec t, received the  doc­
to r of h u m an itie s  degree, and 
Roland B. Scott, d irec to r of the  
Howard U n iversity  Center for 
Sickle Cell Disease, received the  
doctor of science degree.
Also, for the  f ir s t  tim e, a corpo­
ra tio n  was honored  “for benefi- 
cient su p p o rt” a t th e  C harte r Day 
dinner. AT&T, rep resen ted  by 
ch a irm an  of th e  board  Jam es E. 
Olson, received th a t  aw ard.
Other lu m in aries  p a rtic ip a tin g  
in  the  cerem onies included the 
world-acclaimed soprano Jessye 
Norm an, ch a irm an  of th is  y ea r’s 
C harter Day com m ittee, and  J u lia  
M. Walsh, m anaging  d irec to r of 
the  W ashington, D.C., stock  bro ­
kerage firm  J u lia  M. Walsh & Sons, 
a div ision of Tucker, A n thony  and 
R.L. Day, Inc., ch a irm an  of the  
C harter Day D inner corporate 
comm ittee.
The six  d istin g u ish ed  a lum n i 
who were honored at the  d in n er 
are: Faye B. B ryant, associate s u ­
p erin ten d en t of the  H ouston  Inde­
pendent School D istrict; Revella E. 
Hughes, a m usic ian  w ith  a long ca­
reer of perform ing  jazz and  classi­
cal m usic on Broadway, in  clubs, in  
concert appearances and  as a re ­
cording a r t is t ;  Colbert I. King, ex­
ecutive vice p residen t a t Riggs 
National Bank in  W ashington; 
A lthea T.L. Simmons, d irec to r of 
the W ashington b u reau  and  chief 
lobbyist for th e  N ational A ssocia­
tion  for the  A dvancem ent of Col­
ored People; May M iller Sullivan, 
renow ned poet and  p layw right; 
and Gerald E. Thomson, a pro ­
fessor a t the  Columbia U n iversity  
College of P hysicians and Sur­
geons and executive vice p residen t 
for professional a ffa irs  a t The 
P resb y te rian  H ospital in  New 
York.
Both Douglas Wilder and  Jessye  
N orm an are  also Howard alum ni. 
Wilder g raduated  from  the  
Howard School of Law in  1959, and 
N orm an graduated  from  the  Col­
lege of Fine A rts  in  1967
Also, a t the  C harte r Day Dinner, 
a $500,000 pledge to  Howard from  
the  McDonald’s Corporation and 
its  National Black O perators’ Asso­
ciation was announced  by Robert 
M. Beavers Jr., vice president/zone 
m anager for McDonald’s.
L ouis E. M artin , a s s is ta n t vice 
p residen t for com m unications a t 
the  un iversity , received the  a n ­
n u a l com m unications aw ard  at 
the  16th a n n u a l Com m unications
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Conference held on cam pus in  
February.
The conference brings together 
h u n d red s  of com m unications 
professionals, academ icians and 
students.
M artin  has been w ith  the 
u n iv e rs ity  since 1981, hav ing  
form erly  served as special p resi­
dentia l a s s is ta n t for m in o rity  
a ffa irs  in  the  C arter a d m in is tra ­
tion. Often dubbed “the  godfather 
of Black politics,” he also has been 
an  adv iser to  P residen ts Jo h n  E 
Kennedy and  Lyndon B. Johnson , 
special a s s is ta n t to  Sen. Adlai E. 
Stevenson III (D-Ill.), and depu ty  
ch a irm an  of the  Democratic n a ­
tiona l Committee.
He came to politics v ia  jo u r­
nalism . He has been ed ito r and 
pub lisher of the  Michigan Chroni­
cle in  D etroit, ed ito r of the  Chicago 
Daily Defender, adv iser to  Am alga­
m ated P ress Ltd. in  N igeria and 
p residen t and ed ito ria l d irec to r of 
Sengstacke Newspapers, w h ich  
publishes the  Chicago Daily 
Defender.
Among o thers  receiv ing  aw ards 
a t the  conference were five School 
of Com m unications facu lty  m em ­
bers: Oscar H. Gandy, A braham  
Tishm an, M arion Hayes Hull,
Noma A nderson and  Jam es 
Tinney.
“AFTER THE RAINS,” a power­
fu l docum entary  th a t  exam ines 
A frica’s long d rough t and i ts  after- 
m ath , prem iered on WHMM-TV in  
February.
N early two years  in  the  m aking, 
the  hour-long film p resen ts  a th o r­
ough exam ination  of th e  d isas­
tro u s  effects of d rough t and its  
s tep ch ild ren  —fam ine, desertifi­
cation  and deforesta tion  — on the 
people of the  areas affected. The 
docum entary  also exam ines how 
A frica, w ith  the  assistance  of the 
w orld com m unity, con tinues to 
cope w ith  the  crisis, as well as the 
fa ilu res  of some A frican  leaders 
to develop effective na tiona l eco­
nomic and a g ra ria n  policies.
Film  footage from  four d ifferen t 
p a rts  of the  co n tin en t are  re in ­
forced by com m ents from  schol­
ars, development experts, foreign
aid officials and rep resen ta tives  of 
donor agencies.
“D rought and fam ine are  p a r t  of 
a rec u rr in g  cycle in  A frica” and 
the  docum entary  “looks a t w h a t 
A frican  people are  doing to  re ­
cover from  the  recen t crisis,” says 
“A fter the  R ains” producer Mar­
jorie Bowens-W heatley of Howard 
U n iversity ’s WHMM-T'V:
The docum en tary  is n a rra te d  by 
Kojo N nam di, host of WHMM-TV’s 
popular Evening Exchange p ro ­
gram , for w h ich  Bowens-W heatley 
is a co-producer.
“A fter the  R ains” was produced 
in  cooperation w ith  the  U nited 
Nations Office of Emergency Opera­
tions in  Africa.
L uther E llio tt, form erly  d irec to r 
of personnel for th e  Omni Shore- 
ham  Hotel in  W ashington, D.C., has 
been nam ed the  new  general m an ­
ager of the  Howard Inn. He re ­
places Jacques W ilson w ho was 
general m anager u n t il  h is  death  
in  September.
E llio tt b rings a v a rie ty  of m an ­
agem ent experiences to the  post.
In  addition to  h is  w ork w ith  the 
Omni Shoreham , he has been an  
executive a ss is ta n t to  the  su p e rin ­
tenden t of the  D.C. public schools, 
depu ty  d irec to r of the  Oklahoma 
State Office of Economic Oppor­
tu n itie s , o rganizer of a fa rm ers’ 
cooperative in  M ississippi and  a 
co n su lta n t to  the  federal govern­
m ent on feeding program s. A 
native of Enid, Okla., he holds a
bachelor of science degree in  social 
psychology from  the  U n iversity  of 
Oklahoma.
The 160-room Howard In n  
houses a coffee shop, tw o cocktail 
lounges and a supper club. In  addi­
tion  to being a fu ll-serv ice  hotel, 
i t  serves as a tra in in g  site  for s tu ­
dents enrolled in  the  three-year- 
old hotel m anagem ent program  
offered by the  School of Business 
and Public A dm in istra tion .
“The Image of Black S lavery  in  
C reative D ocum ents of th e  17th, 
18th and 19th C enturies” was
the  title  of a m ajor conference held 
a t the  u n iv e rs ity  in  F eb ruary  
w h ich  a ttrac ted  h u m an itie s  schol­
a rs  from  a round  the  nation.
The conference w as sponsored 
by College of L iberal A rts ’ h u m an ­
ities  d iv ision and  supported  by a 
g ran t from  the  A ndrew  W Mellon 
Foundation.
Conference co-chairm an Paul E. 
Logan, c h a irm an  of the  u n iv er­
s ity ’s G erm an and  R ussian  d ep a rt­
m ent, called the  event “s in g u la rly  
un ique  in  th a t  i t  is the  f ir s t  to  lif t 
the  them e of Black slavery  o u t of 
the  tra d itio n a l fram ew ork  of h is ­
to rical investiga tions and p resen t 
the  responses of poets, d ram atists , 
novelists, m usicians, v isu a l a r t ­
ists, travelers and  eyew itnesses 
to  th is  m ost ignoble act of m an  
aga in st h is  felow m an.”
Exam ples of the  30 papers read 
at the  conference w ere “The Image 
of Blacks in  D utch  A rt and L iter­
a tu re  in  the  E ra of Slavery;” “The 
Popular, H um orous Image of 
Blacks in  the  1780s and 1790s: A n­
ecdotes abou t Blacks in  Am erican 
Newspapers;” and “Make a Jo y fu l 
Noise? Reflections on Slavery in  
E arly  E nglish  Hymns.”
The conference’s emotionally- 
charged keynote address, “Tb Hold 
C ap tiv ity  Captive: The N arrative 
of Memory,” was delivered by 
Eleanor Traylor, p rofessor of 
English  a t M ontgom ery College.
Lois M ailou Jones P ierre-N oel,
professor em erita  of a rt, delighted 
a packed audience in  an  au d ito ­
r iu m  of the  N ational M useum  of
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A m erican H isto ry  one evening in  
J a n u a ry  with, a “show and  te ll” of 
her life and w ork as an  a r t is t .
The slide ta lk  was a h ig h lig h t 
of a conference on Twentieth- 
C en tu ry  Afro-American A rtis ts  
sponsored by The Visions Founda­
tion, pub lisher of American Vi­
sions magazine.
“My pa in tings  have many, m any 
stories,” she said, as exam ples of 
her prolific o u tp u t over the  years  
were projected on an  overhead 
screen. The pa in tings ranged  from  
Im pression ist scenes of P aris  and 
M artha’s V ineyard to  poster-like 
p ro tes t a r t  and  bold, geometric 
com positions w ith  A frican  m otifs.
“I’m 81 and  s till  growing,” she 
said a t the  end of he r ta lk , and 
th en  p ractically  danced off the  
stage — to th u n d ero u s  applause.
F rank  Sm ith  and Jeff Donald­
son, two c u rre n t m em bers of the 
a r t  departm en t faculty, m oderated 
panels a t the  two-day conference.
Taft H. Broome Jr., d irec to r of the  
u n iv e rs ity ’s Large Space S truc­
tu re s  In s ti tu te , took a provocative 
look at the  e th ics of engineering  
in  a recen t article  in  the  O utposts 
section of The Washington Post.
Such technological h o rro r  s to ­
ries as the  Challenger, Chernobyl, 
Bhopal and Three-Mile Island  d is­
asters, he w arns, “tell of a cancer 
grow ing on ou r values. These engi­
neering  d isa s te rs  are the  re s u lts  
of w illfu l actions. Yet these  ac­
tions are generally  n o t seen by en ­
gineers as being m orally  w rong. 
They are judged to be ordinary. 
W hat’s more, some engineers now 
espouse a m ora lity  th a t  explicitly  
rejects the  no tion  th a t  th ey  have 
as th e ir  prim e resp o n sib ility  the  
m ain tenance  of public safety.”
And the  Howard engineering  
professor lays some of the  blame 
for th is  on the  public itself, as he 
w rites:
“In  fact, the  public m ay no t 
want the  t r u t h  abou t how one en­
g ineers a space sh u ttle  or a  toxic- 
w aste dump. I t m ay prefer to  de­
lude itse lf  th a t  the  system  is fool­
proof ra th e r  th a n  lea rn  enough to
influence the  technological deci­
sions th a t  affect th e ir  own lives. 
But if  su ch  ignorance of engineer­
ing — as well as m a th  and science 
— becomes increasing ly  wide­
spread, loss of contro l of tec h ­
nology w ould be a probable 
resu lt.”
Jam es A. Momoh, an  a ss is ta n t 
professor of electrical engineering, 
has received a P residen tia l Young 
Investigato r Award from  the  n a ­
tional Science Foundation (NSF).
A specialist in  power system s, 
Momoh is one of 200 resea rch ers  
in  the  na tion  to  receive the  p res­
tig ious aw ard. Two years  ago, a n ­
o ther m em ber of the  electrical 
engineering  faculty, Michael G. 
Spencer, received the  same award.
The aw ard ca rrie s  an  an n u a l 
base g ra n t from  NSF of $25,000. In  
addition, NSF w ill provide up  to 
$37J500 per year to  m atch  in d u s ­
tr ia l  su p p o rt on a dollar-for-dollar 
basis, b ring ing  the  possible to ta l 
su p p o rt to  $ 100,000 per year.
N gu yen  Tien Hung, a professor in  
the  departm en t of economics, is 
co-author of a new  book on Viet­
nam  w hich  has received favorable 
review s in  the  media.
“The Palace File” is described as 
“The rem arkable  s to ry  of the  se­
c re t le tte rs  from  Nixon and Ford 
to  the  P residen t of S outh  V ietnam  
and the  A m erican prom ises th a t  
were never kept.”
The book is r ic h  in  revelations 
in to  American-Vietnam ese re la ­
tions from  1968 to  1975. The 
source of these  revelations in ­
cludes le tte rs  in  w h ich  th e  two 
A m erican p residen ts pledged u n ­
sw erv ing  su p p o rt to  the  govern­
m ent of S outh  Vietnam , o ther
declassified le tte rs  and docum ents 
and in te rv iew s w ith  key players 
in  the  V ietnam  War.
Before the  fall of South  Viet­
nam , H ung served as a special 
a s s is ta n t to  S outh  Vietnam ese 
P resident N guyen Van Thieu. His 
co-author, Je rro ld  L. Schecter, cov­
ered V ietnam  for Time m agazine.
The sp ec ia l is s u e s  w h ic h  affect 
d isab led  Black A m ericans were 
the  focus of a conference held on 
the  Howard cam pus in  F eb ruary  
w h ich  was co-sponsored by the  
u n iv e rs ity  and the  P resid en t’s 
Committee on Em ploym ent of the  
Handicapped.
The aim  of the  conference, ac­
cording to conference coord inato r 
Sylvia Walker, d irec to r of the  u n i ­
v e rs ity ’s Center for the  Study of 
H andicapped C hildren and Youth, 
was “to iden tify  and  com m unicate 
the  em ploym ent successes, as well 
as the  needs and  problem s of d is­
abled Black A m ericans and to  de­
velop a p lan  to  advance th e ir  
employment.”
Among the  cruc ia l fac to rs lead­
ing to  the  successfu l em ploym ent 
of the  disabled, she said, are 
“strong  fam ily  support, role m od­
els and th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  in te r ­
act w ith in  the  larger com m unity.”
Sessions a t the  conference exam ­
ined these facto rs as well as su ch  
topics as em ploym ent tra in in g , re ­
hab ilita tion , ne tw ork ing  and the 
m edia p o rtray a l of the  disabled.
A etna L ife and C asualty  has
com m itted  $ 10,000 to  a scholar­
ship program  and  a m in i-lectu re  
series a t the  School of Law.
The scho larsh ip  program  w ill 
aw ard $ 1,000 to  first-year law  s tu ­
dents for th e ir  second and th ird  
years of legal study. W inners w ill 
be chosen th ro u g h  a com petition.
The lec tu re  series, nam ed for 
Clarence Clyde Ferguson J r ., dean 
of the  law school from  1963 to 
1969, w ill be p resen ted  a n n u a lly  
beg inn ing  in  1988. A etna pre­
v iously  supported  a s im ila r series 
in  honor of W illiam H enry H astie 
Sr., the  f ir s t  Black federal judge in  
the II. S., who w as dean of the  law 
school from  1941 to  1944. □
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